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Status 
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Drawings 

The replacement drawings filed July 7, 2005 have been approved. The 
drawings, however, are still objected to because the upper and lower window track 
strips and the cushioning strip are not shown with the proper cross sectional shading. 
See MPEP 608.02. Corrected drawing sheets In compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If 
a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the 
replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date 
of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or . 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because "to be upwardly and 
laterally for removal" on line 7 is grammatically awkward and confusing. Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Recitations such as "an upper most extent . . . facing edge receiving receptacle" 
on lines 13-15 of claim 1 render the claims indefinite because it is unclear how this 
special relationship is always maintained. It appears that the uppermost extent of the 
lower guide track structure cannot always be disposed at an elevation lower than an 
uppermost extend of the downwardly facing edge receiving receptacle since the lower 
window track strip can be positioned on its side during shipping, etc. Recitations such 
as "said first window panel being maintained against contact with said second window 
panel" on lines 24-25 of claim 1 render the claims indefinite because it is unclear how 
the window panes are in contact with each other. It appears that the window panes 
would be spaced from one another, as shown in figure 1 , so as to enable the panes to 
easily slide with respect to one another. Recitations such as "said lower edge" on line 9 
of claim 2 render the claims indefinite because it is unclear what element of the 
invention includes the lower edge to which the applicant is referring. Recitations such 
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as "therefrom" on line 13 of claim 5 render the claims indefinite because it is unclear if 
the applicant is referring to the first and second side walls of the upper guide track 
structure or the first side wall of the upper window track strip. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
states. 

Claims 1 , 2, 4, 8 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated ^ 
by Strawsine. Strawsine discloses a window track assembly, comprising an upper 
window track strip 23 defining an upwardly facing edge receiving receptacle (not 
numbered, but defined by 19 and 23) for receiving a lower edge portion of said first 
structural panel member; an upper guide track structure 29, 31 , 32 and 33 extending 
laterally from said upper window track strip and defining first 36 and second 37 spaced 
downwardly facing window slide track receptacles, a lower window track strip 38 
defining a downwardly facing edge receiving receptacle (not numbered, but defined by 
32 and 38) for receiving an upper edge portion of said second structural panel member, 
a lower guide track structure 19 and 27 extending laterally from said lower window track 
strip and defining first 21 and second 22 spaced upwardly facing window glide track 
receptacles, an uppermost extent of said lower guide track structure being disposed at 
an elevation lower than an uppermost extent of said downwardly facing edge receiving 
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receptacle; and first 13 and second 14 window panels each being located and 
supported for sliding nnovement within said upper guide track structure and said lower 
guide track structure, said first window panel being disposed within said first spaced 
downwardly facing window slide track receptacle and within said first spaced upwardly 
facing window slide track receptacle, said second window panel being disposed within 
said second spaced downwardly facing window slide track receptacle and within said 
second spaced upwardly facing window slide track receptacle, said first window panel 
being maintained against contact with said second window panel by said first and 
second spaced downwardly facing window slide track receptacles and said first and 
second spaced upwardly facing window slide track receptacles. Additionally, Strawsine 
discloses a resilient member (not numbered, but comprising the upper most rounded 
protrusion engaging the panel 41 as shown in figure 2) which supports the object 41. 
With respect to claim 8, the ends of the lower track strip are open since the ends of the 
lower track strip include the window slide track receptacles and the window slide track 
receptacles are open. The upper and lower guide track structures include first 31 and 
second 27 support walls, respectively, extending generally perpendicularly with respect 
to the guide walls 29, 33, 32 and 19, respectively. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Strawsine. 
Strawsine discloses a window track assembly, comprising an upper window track strip 
23 defining an upwardly facing edge receiving receptacle (not numbered, but defined by 
23 and 19 as shown in figure 2) for receiving a lower edge portion of said first structural 
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panel member; an upper guide track structure 29, 31 , 33 extending from said upper 
window track strip and defining a downwardly facing window slide track receptacle 37; a 
lower window track strip 38 defining a downwardly facing edge receiving receptacle (not 
numbered but defined by 38 and 32 as shown in figure 2) for receiving an upper edge 
portion of said second structural panel member; a resilient member (not numbered, but ' 
comprising the upper most right side rounded portion of 31) extending substantially 
along the length of said lower window track strip and defining a protective cushioning 
rest designed and arranged for support of an object 41 ; a lower guide track structure 19, 
27 extending from said lower window track strip and defining an upwardly facing window 
slide track receptacle 22, an uppermost extent of said lower guide track structure being 
disposed at an elevation lower than said resilient member, said lower guide track 
structure being disposed laterally with respect to said resilient member; and a window 
panel 14 being located and slideably supported within said downwardly facing window 
slide track receptacle and within said upwardly facing window slide track receptacle. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Strawsine as applied to claims 1 , 2, 4, 8 and 21 above, and further in view of Gates. 
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Gates discloses window track strips which include generally parallel first and second 
side walls 44 and a bottom wall (not numbered, but shown in figure 4 connecting the 
side walls to one another). Additionally, Gates discloses serrations 72 and 28 for 
attaching portions of a window frame together. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in art to provide Strawsine 
with parallel first and second side walls and serrations, as taught by Gates, to more 
securely attach the track assembly to the structural wall members. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Strawsine 
in view of Gates as applied to claims 5-7 above, and further in view of Bakke. Bakke 
discloses a window track assembly 23 having openings 33 in the bottom of channels 26 
and 27. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Strawsine, 
as modified above, with openings, as taught by Bakke, to prevent water from 
accumulating in the channels. 

Claims 1, 4, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stawsine in view of Kiefer. Strawsine discloses a window track 
assembly, comprising an upper window track strip 23 defining an upwardly facing edge 
receiving receptacle (not numbered, but defined by 19 and 23) for receiving a lower 
edge portion of said first structural panel member; an upper guide track structure 29, 31, 
32 and 33 extending laterally from said upper window track strip and defining first 36 
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and second 37 spaced downwardly facing window slide track receptacles, a lower 
window track strip 38 defining a downwardly facing edge receiving receptacle (not 
numbered, but defined by 32 and 38) for receiving an upper edge portion of said second 
structural panel member, a lower guide track structure 19 and 27 extending laterally 
from said lower window track strip and defining first 21 and second 22 spaced upwardly 
facing window glide track receptacles, an uppermost extent of said lower guide track 
structure being disposed at an elevation lower than an uppermost extent of said 
downwardly facing edge receiving receptacle; and first 13 and second 14 window 
panels each being located and supported for sliding movement within said upper guide 
track structure and said lower guide track structure, said first window panel being 
disposed within said first spaced downwardly facing window slide track receptacle and 
within said first spaced upwardly facing window slide track receptacle, said second 
window panel being disposed within said second spaced downwardly facing window 
slide track receptacle and within said second spaced upwardly facing window slide track 
receptacle, said first window panel being maintained against contact with said second 
window panel by said first and second spaced downwardly facing window slide track 
receptacles and said first and second spaced upwardly facing window slide track 
receptacles. Additionally, Strawsine discloses a channel (not numbered, but seen 
opening upwardly toward the element 41 in figure 2) extending upwardly from the 
downwardly facing edge receiving receptacle. 

Kiefer discloses a resilient rubber cushioning strip 10. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Strawsine 
with a cushioning strip, as taught by Kiefer, to ensure that the track assembly does not 
rattle. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed July 7, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. With respect to the applicant's comments concerning Strawsine, the 
examiner respectfully disagrees. Strawsine, in figure 2, discloses an upper window 
track strip 23 defining an upwardly facing edge receiving receptacle and a lower window 
track 38 defining a downwardly facing edge receiving receptacle. It should be noted 
that the claims do not require each track strips be directly connected to its respective 
window slide track receptacles. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. The applicant has amended the claims to at least include the new 
limitation of an uppermost extent of the lower guide track structure being disposed at an 
elevation lower than an uppermost extent of the downwardly facing edge receiving 
receptacle. See lines 13-15. 

Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant 
is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 

than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00 to 
4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information labout the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC1 at 866-21 7-91 97Xtoll-free). 




Gregoraf J. StpTrajMJ 
Primary Exammer 
Art Unit 3634 
September 16, 2005 



